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Comics
Comic on climate overshoot, 
RESCUE project
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What is a 
science 
comic?
A science comic has as one of its 
main aims to communicate science 
or to educate  the reader about some 
non-fictional, scientific concept or 
theme. 

(Tatalovic, 2009)
By Inés Martín
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What are the 
main 
components of 
a (science) 
comic?

● Scientific content
● Language and pictures
● Structured progression through a 

narration
● Panel(s)

By Inés Martín
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“A Fragile Network” (Monastersky & Sousanis, 
2015)

By Mike Cinseros By Matteo Farinella

What are the main components of a (science) 
comic?
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What are the main components of a (science) 
comic?

By Quino
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Why use comics 
in climate 
communication
?

● Storytelling and contextualization
● Visual and graphical elements
● Emotions and humor

By Inés Martín, for RESCUE
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Books
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(Bach et al. 2017) By Biomiics By IDAlert and Climateurope2

Papers and posters

Acknowledgements:
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Dissemination, live cartooning and 
social media

By Betje, for IDAlert By Inés Martín, BSCBy Nuria Pérez Zanon, BSC

Acknowledgements:
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Visual metaphors

Acknowledgements:

By Betje, for IDAlert By Inés Martín By Inés Martín, for RESCUE
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Critical thresholds in a system that, when exceeded, can 
lead to a significant change in the state of the system, 
often with an understanding that the change is 
irreversible. (IPCC)

Climate tipping points are elements of the Earth system in 
which small changes can kick off reinforcing loops that 
‘tip’ a system from one stable state into a profoundly 
different state. On top of that, the crossing of one tipping 
point could lead to the triggering of further tipping 
elements – unleashing a domino-effect chain reaction. 
(ESA)

Tipping point
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Visual metaphor web
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Now in Groups!
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Now in groups!

Form groups (5 people 
max)

Draw a science comic!

In groups, you’ll work on creating a 
visual metaphor web,  help each 

other out, and share tips and 
inspiration!

Individually, create a comic strip with 
one, two or three panels.

But remember, work together to get 
the most out of your comics!
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Some steps to guide the process
● In a group: Choose a concept for your team 

and create a visual metaphor web (5-10 min)
● Write or think about the script (5-10 min)
● Sketch out the comic. Play around with it! (10 

min)
● Discuss your draft with your group.
● Create the final comic and then we’ll share it 

with the whole group!

Science comic components:
• Scientific content
• Language and pictures
• Flow, a structured 

progression
• Narration
• Panel(s)A

 R
EM

IN
D

ER Physics for Cats, by Tom Gauld
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By MaxBy Adela xdBy Sarah Andersen

You don’t have to be Picasso!
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Some steps to guide the process
● Tipping point
● Climate model uncertainty
● Climate prediction vs climate 

projection 
● Climate scenario
● Climate Variability vs Climate Change
● Climate Model

Or any data, concept, or results 
of your own if you’re working on 
something that could benefit of 
a comic!
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